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KITSAP COUNTY  
NON-MOTORIZED COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE (KC NMCAC)  

MEETING MINUTES 
July 19, 2022    6:30 - 8:00 p.m. (Virtual Meeting) 

Note new start time 

Agenda 

          

 

Attendance: 

Members Present: 
Debbie Weinmann (Chair) 
Jess Chandler (Vice-Chair) 

Janine Blaeloch 
Rick Feeney (Recorder) 
Ray Pardo  
Doug Piehl 
Scott Satter  
Brian Watson 
Laura Westervelt 
 

Members Absent:   
 

Kitsap County Representatives: 
David Forte 
Melissa Mohr 
Christine DeGeus 

Guests: 
Roger Gay 
Russ Higgins 
John Willett 
 
 

 
Enclosure [1]:  North Sound-to-Olympics (NSTO) Trail Feasibility Study 
Enclosure [2]:  NMCAC Pedestrian Metrics Study 
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Topic 1: Welcome and Introductions 

Meeting Called to Order 

Topic 2: Public Comment 

Roger Gay introduced himself. 

Russ Higgins introduced himself. 

Topic 3: Approval of minutes 

Next meeting.   

Topic 4:  Welcome New Members 

Janine Blaeloch introduced herself and gave some history on why she joined.  She explained that 
she is avidly interested in biking and walking issues.  Janine lives in Manchester on California 
Street. 

Laura Westervelt also introduced herself.  She lives in Manette.  She specializes in Biology and is 
very interested in Kitsap’s trail work.   

Note:  A Kitsap County staff member, Christine DeGeus, introduced herself and how she has taken 
over Jeff Shea’s job as the county’s Traffic engineer.  Very passionate about safe streets.  

Topic 5: South Kitsap Parks Connectors 

Melissa Mohr explained that this topic has been stalled.  Where the private owner of the subject 
project area had previously given us permission to access their property joining Wick’s Lake to the 
other three (3) county parks.  Now they have declined permission to walk through their property.  
We do still have the other 3 segments.  Wicks lake is the only one separated.  Melissa explained 
how this is putting a stall on effort.  She stated this free’s up some time to spend time on north-south 
proposed spine/corridor trail and also to assess the new Belfair highway and our links to Mason 
County.  

David Forte mentioned that without property owner permission to link the parks this still have 
potential in the future.  The Parks and Recreation Department can play a part. 

Deb added on that Lake Flora shoulder widening is on the Transportation Incentive Program (TIP).  
It is a high Tier 2, but there a lot of construction issues.   

Topic 6: North Sound-to-Olympics (NSTO) Trial Planning Study 

The north portion of the STO trail entails a north-south link of the STO trails between Kingston 
(e.g., ferry dock) to meet up with the Port Gamble Heritage Park trail hub.   Deb Weinmann 
presented to the team Enclosure [1] with a discussion on what’s happened in this effort.  This is to 
keep NMCAC members privy to a separate, sanctioned work group, with approx. 10 members, that 
is leading this concept.  They are having scheduled meetings and field studies.  Deb is 
summarizing these efforts and presenting them to the NMCAC.  On June 20 was the first public 
meeting.  The County is trying to narrow the effort to four Tier 1 projects to establish a new set of 
criteria for one path.  What’s possible and what’s going to make the most sense.  What can the 
NMCAC members do (e.g., can sign up for meetings, can provide input, etc.).   

A key issue was at the public meeting is that there are opponents of the Kingston segment of the 
STO passing through the North Kitsap Heritage Park.  The team discussed this public concern and 
discussed many ways that help alleviate those concerns and better see the concept and its 
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benefits.  A good roundtable discussion ensued on how we can help their team in presenting its 
benefits.  Examples include: 

• How can we better set a dynamic to better handling their concerns.   

• Can we show them successful precedents like the Clear Creek Trail and the Discovery Trail. 

• Involve Commissioner Gelder. 

• Perform an open workshop or a webinar. 

• Show them the benefits of shared use paths vs. road shoulders. 

• Can the NMCAC team write a position paper on it benefits. 

• Articles in the Kitsap Sun. 

• Find out in layman’s terms what each of their concerns are. 

• Understand their concern on tree removal and wildlife concerns for the paved path. 

Topic 7: Pedestrian Metrics Development 

The pedestrian Metrics special committee team rebooted after the last meeting; where the idea of 
documenting standards caused some confusion. The attached Enclosure [2] presentation shows 
sample roads in Kitsap County to give an idea of what we are dealing with when we talk about 
evaluating pedestrian metrics. The roads are primarily considered are outside of the urban growth 
areas. The presentation showed examples of the kinds of information that might be present in a 
future pedestrian facility evaluation report. The idea from the metrics group is that evaluating the 
quality and quantity of pedestrian facilities will build off the work that the non-motorized committee 
has done in the past. 

Topic 8: Member and Staff Update 

No meeting in August.   

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is looking at e-bikes on our trails.   

Jess is mapping bike parking facilities in the cities and in unincorporated county areas.  Rick will 
help. 

Rick:  While it is under the control of the City of Port Orchard, Rick brought up Old Clifton Road.  It 
is lacking shoulders most of the entire length.  Whereas, its population structure is growing 
tremendously. 

Topic 9:   Adjourn 

With no further comments, the Chair closed the meeting. 
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