
Manufacturers are now offering more products than ever advertised as 
“flushable.” It may be tempting to flush it and forget it, but the end result may 
not be convenient. 

Sales of flushables have increased to over $6 billion dollars a year. So it’s no 
wonder even more products have been developed to cash in on this popular 
trend. In addition to wipes, you can now find “flushable” feminine hygiene 
products, diapers, and inserts for non-disposable diapers. 

Most of these products advertised 
as “safe for sewer and septic 
systems” come with special 
instructions for use. Flushable 
wipes have warnings to not flush 
more than one or two wipes at a 
time. One brand of diaper inserts 
comes with a tool to break down 
the fibers in your toilet before 
flushing. If you have to physically 
break apart before flushing, how 
likely is it to dissolve on its own?

The ability for “flushable” products to break down in water varies across different 
manufacturers. Some have improved this by using different materials – cellulose 
from plants, for example. However, results vary. None of them dissolve in water 
like toilet paper.

Your Sewer Utility still recommends that the only product safe to flush is toilet 
paper. Anything else, you flush at your own risk.

Only flush human waste and toilet paper. Don’t use 
the toilet as a trash can!

Facial tissues do not dissolve in water and should not 
be flushed

Products labeled “flushable” are not always safe for 
plumbing and sewer systems

Kitsap County Public Works | Sewer Utility

NEWSLETTER Spring 2017

Source: INDA, Association of the 
Nonwoven Fabrics Industry

9%
of non-flushable materials 
captured at sewage pump 
stations are labeled 
as “flushable”

FLUSH AT YOUR OWN RISK

Wipes stuck in sewage pumps cause expensive maintenance issues

Wipes Clog Pipes! Have you seen our vacuum 
truck in your neighborhood?



Finding out about Public Works projects has never been easier. Visit our 
new Project Center at www.kitsapgov.com/pw and find your location on 
the map. Click on any of the pop-up indicators to learn about projects in 
your area.  Sewer capital projects are shown in purple.
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CONSTRUCTION UPDATE:
As your Sewer Utility, we are constantly improving our systems to 
better serve our customers and our environment. With 189 miles 
of pipe, 58 pump stations and four treatment plants to operate, 
something is always under construction.

Fortunately, in Keyport, our work is complete. This project 
incorporated sewer system upgrades with stormwater retrofits to 
improve water quality in Liberty Bay. What you can see now are new 
sidewalks, plantings, and pavers. What you can’t see is even better – 
no more outdated pump station on the waterfront.

Regulations no longer allow sewage pump stations to be installed 
on the shoreline. Those that still exist are gradually being removed 
to bring our system up to modern standards. Three facilities in 
Manchester are the next to go. The new pump stations will be moved 
away from the beach and designed to blend in with the residential 
area. This should be complete by the end of 2018. 

Construction in Central Kitsap involves four different pump stations 
and associated pipelines. This infrastructure is being upgraded for 
capacity for a growing population. This project is larger than most and 
could be considered several different projects. However, it was more 
efficient and cost effective to lump them together. Work is expected to 
be complete by the end of 2017.

Meanwhile, in North Kitsap, the Suquamish Treatment Plant is 
undergoing process upgrades to reduce water content in the solids 
handling. This will allow the plant to operate more efficiently. It will 
also benefit the Central Kitsap Treatment Plant, extending the capacity 
of the digesters where solids from Suquamish are sent for final 
treatment. Upgrades should be complete in May.

What’s next? Upcoming projects will upsize existing sewer pipe along 
Bay Shore Drive and Washington Avenue in Silverdale. In South Kitsap, 
sewer service will be extended along Colchester Drive to the Yukon 
Harbor area of Manchester. 

Kids play in front of Pump Station 67 at Central Park in Keyport

VISIT OUR PROJECT CENTER!

 Workers install a pig launch at Pump Station 6 on a snowy day in 
Central Kitsap


