
Central Kitsap Community Council 

September 1, 2021 – Virtual Meeting via Zoom 

Meeting Minutes 

Present: 

Council Members:  

Jim Aho, Mark Hughes, Doug Newell, David Emmons, Monica Dowen, Renee Overath, Pete Wimmer, 

Levi Holmes, Elizabeth Buskirk, Steve Fabry, Jeremy Stitt, Annika Collier 

Commissioner: 

Commissioner Ed Wolfe (District 3, Central Kitsap) 

Presenters: Dr. Gib Morrow, Kitsap County Health Officer, Dave Tucker, Kitsap County Public Works 

Assistant Director, and Joe Rutan, Kitsap County Public Works County Engineer  

County Staff (in attendance non-presenter): Katharine Shaffer, Policy Analyst and Andy Nelson, Public 

Works Director  

Meeting called to order at 5:00PM PST 

Motion to approve minutes and agenda as presented. 

 Motioned by Monica Dowen  

 Seconded: Levi Holmes  

 Motion carried.  

Commissioner Wolfe update: I wish we were meeting in person like we had hoped but with the COVID 

activity and the Delta variant right now, I think it is safest by Zoom. Dr. Morrow will provide more detail 

on the COVID-19 situation later in the meeting. We will keep everyone up to date when we will return in 

person.  

Last week, I toured several places in Seabeck. I stopped by the Seabeck Conference Center. I got to see a 

new dormitory under construction. When it is finished it’ll have a great view of the water and be an 

additional resource for the Seabeck area and the conference center.  

After touring the Conference Center, I met with Doug Newell from the Central Kitsap School District and 

the Board of the newly renovated Seabeck Community Center. The school district and the local Seabeck 

residents formed a partnership to create a community center. The school district renovated the former 

Seabeck Elementary into a community center and the residents will maintain the building as well as host 

events - such as a farmers’ market. The Board is an organized and passionate group. I encourage 

everyone to check it out. Katharine will post the link to the community center’s website.  

This year was my third year chairing the Kitsap County Lodging Tax Advisory Committee. Lodging taxes 

are paid when visitors stay in a hotel, bed & breakfast, or short-term vacation rental in unincorporated 

Kitsap County. Those funds are then awarded to groups, such as non-profit organizations, that promote 



tourism within Kitsap County. The committee met in late August and will be awarding $645,000 for 

2022. We are working on our final award letters and will notify applicants soon.  

I went out to the Kitsap Fair and Stampede last week. As everyone remembers, the event was canceled 

last year because of COVID. It was nice to see families out enjoying themselves. Thank you to the Fair 

and Stampede Board for a great event.  

Later this month, the Board will begin budget hearings. I will keep everyone update to date on that 

process. Please let Katharine or me know if you have any questions in the meantime. 

Presentation from Dr. Gib Morrow, Kitsap County Health Officer: Bleak outlook for County and Kitsap 

County with the surge of COVID-19 cases due to the Delta Variant. Cases have increased in Kitsap County 

10-12-fold since the low point in early July. 8 Deaths this week. Please get vaccinated – they are safe and 

effective. Please don’t assume that you have had COVID-19 previously and have recovered that you 

have immunity. Ask for a commitment of safe places from businesses – please require vaccinations of 

your employees, masks from customers and all COVID19 mitigation.   

Presentation from Dave Tucker, Kitsap County Public Works Assistant Director on Upcoming Public 

Works Sewer Projects in Central Kitsap: 5 pump stations will be required to be upgraded in the 

upcoming years. Replacement of existing PS #3 with new Facility, in conjunction with Port of Silverdale, 

including Old Town Silverdale sewers. Replacement of existing PS #4, Fredrickson Rd sewers. Pump 

Station 4 # will require construction 2022-2023. Pump station #3 construction 2023-2024. 

Presentation from Joe Rutan, Assistant Public Works Director Update on Central Kitsap Road Projects:  

Bayshore Project is moving along Crews continue work on the sewer main along Bay Shore Drive NW. 

The road is closed at 9479 Bay Shore Drive NW (Bay View Professional Building) to NW Bucklin Hill Road 

for continuation of mainline sewer installation.  

There will be intermittent single lane closures on Washington Avenue NW northbound at NW Carlton 

Street for sanitary side sewer connections. Potential full closure of Washington Avenue NW may be in 

place between NW Lowell Street and NW Carlton Street later in the week. 

Taylor Bridge is another project that will be going under construction.  

Meeting adjourned at 6:36PM.  


